
 Our 2011 boating season began with our an-
nual Shakedown Cruise, hosted by Rich and Lu Ball at 
Lake Loveland.   Our Lake Loveland event is always a 
great time, and this year was no exception. 
 First there is the lake itself.  Lake Loveland is a 
man-made reservoir that provides water to the city of 
Greeley.  When originally completed in the fall of 1894, 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ǎȅǎπ
ǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦέ  CŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘ 
from the Big Thompson River, a full Lake Loveland fills a 
basin of 475 acres with a deep-water mark of 39.5 feet.  
The lake is rimmed by more than 100 homes, the own-
ers of which also own the recreation rights on the lake 

itself.  Rich and Lu, who live on the lake, reserve it for 
our event each year. 
 This year, launching began around 8am, with 
plenty of boaters on hand to help with the logistics.   
 After a morning of boating, we had a picnic at 
North Shore Park.  The park is perfect for our group.  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŀƴŘȅ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ 
has grills, tables, and restrooms.     
  In the afternoon, our boat parade created a 
little excitement for residents who watched from their 

decks and patios.  It created a little excitement for  
Michael Vannier and his son, Jack, too.  During the pa-

rade, Michael real-
ized something was 
binding his propel-
ler.  With a bit of 
effort and a sharp 
knife, he was able 
to release and re-
cover a float the 
size of a large bowl-
ing ball.  Jack took 
it home as a souve-
nir for an exciting 
day at sea. 
As evening ap-
proached, Rich and 
Lu hosted a cocktail 
party and barbeque 

at their dock.  With a beautiful sunset for our backdrop, 
it was the perfect end to the perfect boating day.  Good 
food, good drink, good conversation.  Many thanks to 
Rich and Lu for being our hosts for a great event!    

Rocky Mountain Classics feel the love at Lake Loveland, June 2011! 
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The Bilge Pump  
Rocky Mountain Classics Chapter  

Jack Vannier with his trophy float. 

Boats beached at North Shore Park for the picnic.  
Visit www.rockymtnclassics.org for more pics! 

Rich, dockside for the evening cocktail party. 



President, Bob Phillips  

Lake Loveland, June ô11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Club Members and Friends 
 
 ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜΣ 
the RMC boating year is now ended.  With the fall and 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
work on those photo albums and ς oh yes ς create 
some material for our website via Mike Vannier.  
Hmm - I should talk.  I have not delivered a thing to 
Mike as yet.  So here is my open promise to get it 
done.  Will others join me? 
 The 2011 season was superior on so many 
levels. Jeff Waco coordinated a great booth at the 
5ŜƴǾŜǊ .ƻŀǘ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  /ŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ 
every year? 
 The Loveland event was well attended with 
great weather and again hosted in fine fashion by Rich 
and Lu Ball.  
 Grand Lake was never better.  Thank you 
Braafs!  The Saturday picnic was held at the water-
front park because of safety concerns over the high 
flow through the connecting channel to Shadow Mtn. 
Lake.  But no afternoon rains.  What did that?  
 Frisco Show.  Wayne and Bill rock!  So many 
others contributed as well.  Hey Mike and Diane Van-
nier with the club store ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΗ  
!ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ aŀƎƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ άhȅǎǘŜǊέ 

Pete right before their move to the Chesapeake re-
gion. 
 Doug Brown coordinated the Horsetooth 
event.  Thank you, Doug!  We look forward to you 
comments for 2012. 
 ¢ƘŜ {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄπ
ceptional weather and good camaraderie as usual. 
Thank you, Mike  Novick!  
 ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
annual meeting so any congrats now would spill the 
secret. 
 I cannot bypass my open and unabashed ap-
preciation of our diligent club secretary and Bilge 
Pump editor - Vickie Rutkowski. She tells me that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ 
done. 
 Looking ahead to next year, it appears the 
club will have a committed board to steer the RMC 
ship.  I encourage those newer members who want to 
contribute to various functions, please step up and 
make yourselves known.  
 I personally wish to thank those members 
who have helped and encouraged me in the office of 
the President.  I hope to bring to this position the 
leadership quality that RMC deserves in 2012. 
 
The Best to You All, 
 
Bob Phillips 
1900 Shearwater 
Golden, CO 
phillips81@att.net 

From the Helm by President, Bob Phillips 
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You Got Mail! 

Stay connected to the RMCC!  Make sure we have your 

current email address so that you 

get all the information you need 

to maximize your RMCC experi-

ence!  Send an email to 

ver3298@msn.com to get your 

email on file! 
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 Grand Lake, Co is one of the most 
beautiful places in the state.  Every year, 
that beautiful lake, the deepest and larg-
est natural lake in Colorado, makes the 
perfect boating venue for our July event.   
This year was no exception.  Event Coordi-
nator Chris Braaf could not have ordered a 
more perfect day, and 27 member boats 
came out to enjoy it.  The schedule for the 
day was similar to past years with one ex-
ception.  As usual our boats were on dis-
play at the dock in the morning.  Normally 
we would have done a boat parade fol-
lowed by a picnic at the islands.  This year 

the current in the channel between the lakes was running fast, making it a little more diffi-
cult to get into Shadow Mountain Lake, so we had the picnic at the park near the marina. 

Also this year, Tom and Kathy Lange created a poster that they offered on the 
docks for a donation.  They collected around $100 which they donated to the historic 
Kauffman House in Grand Lake.   According to the Grand Lake Historical Society, the Kauff-
man House is an excellent example of an early residence and tourist hotel.  It was built in 
1892 by Ezra Kauffman and was run as a hotel continuously until his death in 1920. It was 
operated as a summer tourist hotel by Ezra's widow and daughters until World War II and 
then sold to Henry Rhone in 1946. The Rhones used the hotel to house guests and people 
who worked for them in their guest house and restaurant business. The house had several 
other owners until 1973 when the Grand Lake Area Historical purchased the house and 
restored it as a museum.   

This was a creative idea that allowed 
Tom & Kathy to assess the market for post-
ers and give something back to the commu-
nity.  Way to go, Langes! 

View of Grand Lake, July 2011.   
Photo compliments of Michael Vannier. 

It was another GRAND TIME at Grand LakeñJuly 2011! 
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Bob Phillips in Shearwater at the  
Grand Lake dock, July 2011 

/ƘǊƛǎǘȅ !ƴƴΣ ǘƘŜ мсΩ [ȅƳŀƴ ¦ǘƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ 
Jerry & Chris Ross 

Both photos  here compliments of 
Michael Vannier. 



 Every year, our Frisco In-the-Water Boat Show is one of our most suc-
cessful.  With the support of the Frisco Marina staff and that gorgeous boating 
ƭŀƪŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ Dw9!¢ ǘƛƳŜΦ   
  
 Event coordinators Bill Tordoff and Wayne Spaulding kicked off the fes-
tivities with a Friday night cookout for the early arrivals.   On Saturday, we esti-

mate more than 2000 people 
strolled the docks to view 33 beau-
tiful wooden boats during the  
10am-1pm boat show.    
  
 Folks  also enjoyed some 
great shopping!  Thanks to Michael 
& Diane Vannier and several  
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ 
brisk business.  Kudos to all who 
made that a big success! 
  
 As in past years, we asked 
people to vote for their favorite 
boat..  After losing by just one vote 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ά¢ƻǳŎƘŜΣέ Iŀƭ ŀƴŘ Yŀȅ aŀȅΩǎ мфол нп-foot Chris Craft triple, roared to a 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ aŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ !/.{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΣ hǊŜƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
regular participants in our Frisco show. 
  
 Charlie Simons did his usual out-
standing job running the grill for our 
lunch-time barbeque.   

With an announcer provided by 
the Frisco Marina, our  afternoon boat 
parade drew quite a crowd on the public 
ŘƻŎƪǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōŜŀǳπ
ǘƛŦǳƭ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƻŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǘπ
tention.   

  
After the parade, the annual 

Poker Run began.  The winner, an-
nounced later that night at the club din-
ƴŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ wƛŎƪ tŜŜōƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴǎ ŀƴ муΩ [ƻƴŜ {ǘŀǊ 9ƭŘƻǊŀŘƻΣ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ 
Lone Star. 

 
The 2012 Frisco show is set for August 12th.  Unlike past years, Corvettes 

of the Rockies will NOT be in Frisco that weekend.  Rumor has it that the Frisco 
merchants were not thrilled with the Corvette show closing main streets and not 
generating any business in the stores.  It will be interesting to see how this 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ  wŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

Frisco Hosts the 2011 RMCC In-the-Water Boat Show 
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On the docks, Frisco, 2011.  

Foreground ñMichael Vannierõs 

òAinõt She Sweetó. 

T H E  B I L G E  P U M P  

An iconic imageτpoker run 
transferτa card and a drink.  
Photo compliments of 
Stephanie Parr. 

Toucheõ, owned by Hal & Kay May 
Frisco 2011 Peopleõs Choice Winner 

Visit 
www.rockymtnclassics.org 

to see all the pictures from 
this fun event! 

Rick Peebles in Lone Star. 
Frisco 2011 



 Rendezvous?  Merci! 
 This year, the club added two rendezvous to our event cal-
endar.  The first was held August 20 at Horsetooth Reservoir, near 
Ft. Collins, Co and was coordinated by Doug Brown.  Club members 
Bud and Gail McMahon, who are members of the Sail and Saddle 
Club at Horsetooth, reserved the club for the exclusive use of the 
RMCC and graciously provided pastries, fruit and other treats for 
attendees.  Though this reser-
voir has a reputation for rough 
waters, the sunshine and low 
winds made for a good boating 
day.   At the recent annual 
meeting, the board asked Doug 

to coordinate another  Horsetooth Rendezvous 
for 2012.   

 The second rendezvous 
ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ м ŀǘ {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ 
Lake in Denver.  We all know 
October weather in Colorado 
can be iffy, but this was a perfect dayτǎǳƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ улΩǎτjust right 
for boating.  Even with minimal publicity, many folks were on hand 
ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƻŀǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƛǎ 
part of Denver Parks and Recreation, and they would love for us to 
make this an annual event on the first Saturday in October.  At the 
Annual meeting the board agreed to commit to October 6, 2012, 
with Mike Novick coordinating.  Denver Parks & Rec will add us to 
the brochure they publish and distribute all year long, so we should 
have a lot more public interest.  
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 Our own Chris Smith, grandson of Christopher Columbus Smith who started 
the boat building company that would become Chris-Craft, was inducted into the 
Hagerty Marine Hall of Fame at the ACBS International Meeting in September.   
 The Hall of Fame was established just two years ago, to honor people who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŀǘǳπ
ral that Chris, who is now 84, would be honored. 
 In an article in the Hagerty newsletter, The Watch, Chris talked about his 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎ /ǊŀŦǘΦ  IŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŦǘΦ  άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ /ƘǊƛǎ 
ǎŀƛŘΦ    άL ŘƛŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊΣ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƳŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦέ   
 Chris remembers his grandfather being honored by the boating community 
ǎƻ ƘŜΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ Iŀƭƭ ƻŦ CŀƳŜ ƛƴŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  άLǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 
Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎΣ ǘƻƻΦ   
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎΗ  ό{ŜŜ ¢ƻƳ [ŀƴƎŜΩǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ фΦύ 

Chris Smith Inducted into Hagerty Marine Hall of Fame 

 

Coordinator Doug Brown in Sea Grape at the 

Horsetooth Rendezvous 
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the Horsetooth Rendezvous 


