
 Our 2011 boating season began with our an-
nual Shakedown Cruise, hosted by Rich and Lu Ball at 
Lake Loveland.   Our Lake Loveland event is always a 
great time, and this year was no exception. 
 First there is the lake itself.  Lake Loveland is a 
man-made reservoir that provides water to the city of 
Greeley.  When originally completed in the fall of 1894, 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ ǎȅǎπ
ǘŜƳ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦέ  CŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǘŜŘ 
from the Big Thompson River, a full Lake Loveland fills a 
basin of 475 acres with a deep-water mark of 39.5 feet.  
The lake is rimmed by more than 100 homes, the own-
ers of which also own the recreation rights on the lake 

itself.  Rich and Lu, who live on the lake, reserve it for 
our event each year. 
 This year, launching began around 8am, with 
plenty of boaters on hand to help with the logistics.   
 After a morning of boating, we had a picnic at 
North Shore Park.  The park is perfect for our group.  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŀƴŘȅ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ 
has grills, tables, and restrooms.     
  In the afternoon, our boat parade created a 
little excitement for residents who watched from their 

decks and patios.  It created a little excitement for  
Michael Vannier and his son, Jack, too.  During the pa-

rade, Michael real-
ized something was 
binding his propel-
ler.  With a bit of 
effort and a sharp 
knife, he was able 
to release and re-
cover a float the 
size of a large bowl-
ing ball.  Jack took 
it home as a souve-
nir for an exciting 
day at sea. 
As evening ap-
proached, Rich and 
Lu hosted a cocktail 
party and barbeque 

at their dock.  With a beautiful sunset for our backdrop, 
it was the perfect end to the perfect boating day.  Good 
food, good drink, good conversation.  Many thanks to 
Rich and Lu for being our hosts for a great event!    

Rocky Mountain Classics feel the love at Lake Loveland, June 2011! 
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The Bilge Pump  
Rocky Mountain Classics Chapter  

Jack Vannier with his trophy float. 

Boats beached at North Shore Park for the picnic.  
Visit www.rockymtnclassics.org for more pics! 

Rich, dockside for the evening cocktail party. 



President, Bob Phillips  

Lake Loveland, June ô11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings Club Members and Friends 
 
 ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜΣ 
the RMC boating year is now ended.  With the fall and 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
work on those photo albums and ς oh yes ς create 
some material for our website via Mike Vannier.  
Hmm - I should talk.  I have not delivered a thing to 
Mike as yet.  So here is my open promise to get it 
done.  Will others join me? 
 The 2011 season was superior on so many 
levels. Jeff Waco coordinated a great booth at the 
5ŜƴǾŜǊ .ƻŀǘ {Ƙƻǿ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  /ŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎ 
every year? 
 The Loveland event was well attended with 
great weather and again hosted in fine fashion by Rich 
and Lu Ball.  
 Grand Lake was never better.  Thank you 
Braafs!  The Saturday picnic was held at the water-
front park because of safety concerns over the high 
flow through the connecting channel to Shadow Mtn. 
Lake.  But no afternoon rains.  What did that?  
 Frisco Show.  Wayne and Bill rock!  So many 
others contributed as well.  Hey Mike and Diane Van-
nier with the club store ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻΗ  
!ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ aŀƎƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ άhȅǎǘŜǊέ 

Pete right before their move to the Chesapeake re-
gion. 
 Doug Brown coordinated the Horsetooth 
event.  Thank you, Doug!  We look forward to you 
comments for 2012. 
 ¢ƘŜ {ƭƻŀƴΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄπ
ceptional weather and good camaraderie as usual. 
Thank you, Mike  Novick!  
 ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
annual meeting so any congrats now would spill the 
secret. 
 I cannot bypass my open and unabashed ap-
preciation of our diligent club secretary and Bilge 
Pump editor - Vickie Rutkowski. She tells me that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ 
done. 
 Looking ahead to next year, it appears the 
club will have a committed board to steer the RMC 
ship.  I encourage those newer members who want to 
contribute to various functions, please step up and 
make yourselves known.  
 I personally wish to thank those members 
who have helped and encouraged me in the office of 
the President.  I hope to bring to this position the 
leadership quality that RMC deserves in 2012. 
 
The Best to You All, 
 
Bob Phillips 
1900 Shearwater 
Golden, CO 
phillips81@att.net 

From the Helm by President, Bob Phillips 
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T H E  B I L G E  P U M P  

You Got Mail! 

Stay connected to the RMCC!  Make sure we have your 

current email address so that you 

get all the information you need 

to maximize your RMCC experi-

ence!  Send an email to 

ver3298@msn.com to get your 

email on file! 
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 Grand Lake, Co is one of the most 
beautiful places in the state.  Every year, 
that beautiful lake, the deepest and larg-
est natural lake in Colorado, makes the 
perfect boating venue for our July event.   
This year was no exception.  Event Coordi-
nator Chris Braaf could not have ordered a 
more perfect day, and 27 member boats 
came out to enjoy it.  The schedule for the 
day was similar to past years with one ex-
ception.  As usual our boats were on dis-
play at the dock in the morning.  Normally 
we would have done a boat parade fol-
lowed by a picnic at the islands.  This year 

the current in the channel between the lakes was running fast, making it a little more diffi-
cult to get into Shadow Mountain Lake, so we had the picnic at the park near the marina. 

Also this year, Tom and Kathy Lange created a poster that they offered on the 
docks for a donation.  They collected around $100 which they donated to the historic 
Kauffman House in Grand Lake.   According to the Grand Lake Historical Society, the Kauff-
man House is an excellent example of an early residence and tourist hotel.  It was built in 
1892 by Ezra Kauffman and was run as a hotel continuously until his death in 1920. It was 
operated as a summer tourist hotel by Ezra's widow and daughters until World War II and 
then sold to Henry Rhone in 1946. The Rhones used the hotel to house guests and people 
who worked for them in their guest house and restaurant business. The house had several 
other owners until 1973 when the Grand Lake Area Historical purchased the house and 
restored it as a museum.   

This was a creative idea that allowed 
Tom & Kathy to assess the market for post-
ers and give something back to the commu-
nity.  Way to go, Langes! 

View of Grand Lake, July 2011.   
Photo compliments of Michael Vannier. 

It was another GRAND TIME at Grand Lake�³ July 2011! 
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Bob Phillips in Shearwater at the  
Grand Lake dock, July 2011 
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Jerry & Chris Ross 

Both photos  here compliments of 
Michael Vannier. 


